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quently suggests itself that these historical prefaces are to be re- 
garded not as light thrown upon obscure problems by research, but 
as the historical shadow which reconstructive theories are apt to 
project into the past. Y.-owk^t> Cummings. 

Harvard University. 

The Lowell Lectures on the Ascent of Man. By Henry Drum- 
MOND, LL.D. New York, James Pott & Co., 1894.^ — xi, 346 pp. 

The fundamental fallacy of Kidd's Social Evolution lies in the 
assumption that all acts not purely selfish are " ultra-rational," or in 
other words, irrational. In The Ascent of Man it is shown that altru- 
ism is neither irrational nor supernatural, but is a necessary factor in 
the development of society and is capable of scientific explanation. 
The thought is not altogether new, but it has never before been 
so thoroughly well demonstrated. 

It is almost axiomatic that society could not exist without altruism. 
Even the simplest forms of cooperation or mutual aid would be im- 
possible, unless the individuals concerned had some regard for each 
other. Association presupposes some degree of unselfishness. But 
if altruism is a necessary social function, it should be possible to 
explain its origin and development by natural causes, just as the 
biologist explains the development of an organ by showing the neces- 
sity for its use. And so Professor Drummond explains the growth 
of altruism as a part of the process of evolution, conforming to the 
law of the survival of the fittest. He finds the origin of altruistic 
feeling in maternity, and shows that the devotion and rudimentary 
self-sacrifice of both primitive parents must have been favorable to 
the survival of their offspring. Thus altruism, or " the struggle for 
the life of others," arose necessarily out of the function of repro- 
duction ; and, beginning in the family, it gradually extended to em- 
brace members of the clan, the tribe, the nation, the human race. 

Professor Drummond contends that the "struggle for life" has 
been over-emphasized, at the expense of the other factor in evolution 
— the " struggle for the life of others." He says : 

The first step in the reconstruction of sociology will be to escape from 
the shadow of Darwinism — or rather, to complement the Darwinian for- 
mula of the struggle for life by a second factor which will turn its darkness 
into light. 

The Ascent of Mati would be significant as an answer to Social 
Evolution, even if it contained no reference to Mr. Kidd's peculiar 
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views. The two works were published at nearly the same time ; but 
Social Evolution appeared just long enough in advance to allow Pro- 
fessor Drummond to embody an answer in express terms in his In- 
troduction. Mr. Kidd's conclusions, he says, 

show the impossible positions to which a writer, whose contribution other- 
wise is of profound and permanent value, is committed by a false reading of 
nature. Is it conceivable, a priori, that the human reason should be put to 
confusion by a breach of the law of continuity at the very point where its 
sustained action is of vital moment ? The whole complaint, which runs 
like a dirge through every chapter of this book, is founded on a misappre- 
hension of the fundamental laws which govern the processes of evolution. 
The factors of Darwin and Weismann are assumed to contain an ultimate 
interpretation of the course of things. For all time the conditions of exist- 
ence are taken as established by these authorities. 

And again : 

To put the future of social science on an ultra-rational basis is practically 
to give it up. Unless thinking men have some sense of the consistency of a 
method, they cannot work with it, and if there is no guarantee of the stabil- 
ity of the results, it would not be worth while. But all that Mr. Kidd 
desires is really to be found in nature. There is no single element even of 
his highest sanction which is not provided for in a thorough-going doctrine 

of evolution When evolution comes to be worked out along its 

great natural lines, it may be found to provide for all that religion assumes, 

all that philosophy requires and all that science proves For nothing 

can ever be gained by setting one-half of nature against the other, or the 
rational against the ultra-rational. To affirm that altruism is a peculiar 
product of religion, is to excommunicate nature from the moral order, and 
religion from the rational order. 

Perhaps the greatest service which Professor Drummond has ren- 
dered to the world lies in thus popularizing the conception of universal 
evolution. M^x West. 

tjNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO. 

Social England. Edited by H. D. Traill. Vol. II: From 
the Accession of Edward I to the Death of Henry VII. New 
York, G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1894. — 587 pp. 

In a review of the first volume of this work (Political Science 
Quarterly, September, 1894), sufficient was said concerning the 
merits and demerits of the undertaking as a whole. Professor Mait- 
land continues to give us his learned, yet graceful and witty, little 
essays on legal history; Mr. A. L. Smith hands on, with cautious 



